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Regions and cities with a major presence of mining and resource industries are engines of growth for 
many countries. Many regions and cities rely on mining and resources. These regions can have a unique 
mix of characteristics such as Indigenous communities and land owners, remoteness, lack of economic 
diversity, and private sector provision of housing, community infrastructure and services. Mining and 
resource regions have the potential to attract investment and increase productivity, this being necessary 
to meet the expanding global demand for minerals, metals, gas and energy resources. To fully realise this 
potential, policies are needed that take into account the well-being, environmental sustainability, and 
economic development needs of regions and cities that are specialised in mining and resources. 
 
Regions and cities do not necessarily reap the full benefits of a mining and resources specialisation and 
this results in lost opportunities and unrealised growth potential. The international experience shows that 
a long-term regional development process can be realised if a complex and inter-connected set of 
challenges are addressed, which can include: leveraging mining operations and investment to support local 
entrepreneurs and SMEs; meaningful dialogue and partnerships with Indigenous communities; managing 
transition and structural adjustment costs; coping with environmental externalities and supporting the 
circular economy; managing social issues related to the mining workforce; and, combatting rising 
inequalities.  
 
There is a need to move beyond transactional and sectoral approaches to dealing with the contemporary 
challenges and opportunities facing mining regions and cities. This is not just a matter of achieving “social 
license to operate”. Governments need to work in partnership  with industry, Indigenous communities, and 
civil society organisations to deliver “place-based approaches” that are community-led and adapt national 
and sub-national policies to the unique assets and aspirations of mining regions and cities. 
 
Mega-trends such as digitalisation and climate change also present new challenges and opportunities for 
mining regions and cities. Automation in the mining sector will change the nature of jobs and skills, and 
where they are located. Demand for minerals, metals and hydrocarbons linked to climate and 
environmental transitions will help realise new benefits and transition costs for local communities. 
Partnerships between mining regions and cities, industry, national governments, Indigenous 
communities and civil society organisations can effectively address challenges and opportunities of the 
21st century. 
 
OECD Mining Regions and Cities – call to action 
 
Mining regions and cities (governments, business, Indigenous communities and civil society 
organisations) are committed to working together at a global level to share knowledge, learn about 
leading practices, build evidence to inform effective policies and decision-making, and take action to 
deliver well-being for our citizens. We are also committed to working in partnership to achieve these 
outcomes with national governments, the global mining and resources industry and civil society 
organisations. The OECD can provide a global platform for us to work together to achieve these outcomes. 
The objectives of this platform will be to: 



 
 

 

 

 Develop a tool-box with recommendations and global data to benchmark and inform the design 
and implementation of better regional development policies in a mining and resources context;  

 Produce regional case studies that deliver specific recommendations and implementation support 
for mining regions and cities; and, 

 Create opportunities for learning and peer review through a partnership approach to events, the 
toolbox, and case studies. 

 
We will focus our collective efforts on improving policies and guidance on the following topics: 

 Productivity, jobs and economic diversification - Enabling the development of the mining industry 
to support productivity and also strengthen supply chain linkages around mining activities and 
support economic diversification efforts. 

 Quality of life and wellbeing - Enhancing quality of life and address inclusive growth and well-being 
challenges including supporting the inclusion of women and Indigenous peoples, the provision of 
high quality public services, and environmental sustainability. 

 Sub-national governance and fiscal arrangements – Creating genuine partnerships that address 
the complex relationships between national and sub-national governments, the mining industry 
and community stakeholders in relation to issues of economic development and wellbeing. 

 
We will work to ensure mining regions and cities help shape global agendas including the achievement of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (e.g. affordable and clean energy, gender equality, and no 
poverty), and provide a sub-national and regional development perspective to the work of existing 
institutions such as the Inter-Governmental Forum on Mining, Minerals, Metals and Sustainable 
Development, the OECD Policy Dialogue on Natural Resource-based Development, the International 
Council of Mining and Metals, and other international fora. 
 
We will expand this initiative to include other mining regions and cities, and institutions who complement 
our focus on better regional development policies in a mining and resources context. We will provide 
opportunities for people to connect and access the information they need to make better decisions for 
their communities. 
 
We, partners in the OECD Mining Regions and Cities Initiative, share a commitment to work together for 
better policies that deliver improved well-being and long-term prosperity for our citizens. 
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